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I J Letter t& Dr John 'Wxighty E CoL Phyf. Lond. 
to Mr Wm Cowper^ F. R, S. concermi^ the Cure 
of an Jpoftemation of the Lnrigs. 

ACcordmg to your defire, I fend you the Cafe of Mrs- 
JaneTeny^ l^^'iQQQtoMxFavpkesinCnrJ^tors'Allj/^ near 
Lincoln s-Inn,md thank you for your affiftaece in her Cure, 
to which your extraordinary skill in your ProfefSon very 
much contributed. I doubt not but an account of her, from 
the (irft time I was concerned with her^ will be acceptable 
to you. I knew her fome time before fhe fell ill of the Small 
Fox, which was in May 1701. She was about 1% years old, 
of a frefh Complexion, and pretty flefliy. Her Relations 
apprehending ftie might have the Small Pox, removed her 
to a Ntrrfes Houfe, where flie had the diftind fort very 
kindly, her Cafe proceeded fo very well (as they conceived) 
that no Phyfician was called to her, till they began toflielf, 
only for fome days before (he had a little difficulty in her 
breathing, which gradually increafed till ihe began to raife 
Blood, which was about the 7th day from their ffrft-ap- 
pearing. This raifiing of Blood was accompanied with tbefe 
cireumftances 5 it had increas'd every day, for 5 days before 
I faw her, (he cough'd and brought up a Vifcous Phlegm, 
fucli as our Patients Vomit when their Stomachs are very 
fool ^ only- as meer Phelgm is white, this was all of it as 
red as Blood, it was not ftreak'd with' Blood, or had a mix- 
ture of white Phlegm with k^ but was fo deeply coloufd^ 
that it feem'd to be all Blood, only it would not flow as 
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Blood does w&ilfl it is hot • nor did it coagiilite as Blood 
does when it isceld, but hungtrom the Bafons when k was 
pour d out, as Vomited Phlegm docs ^ and in tiiis ie ditierU 




the (ame Bloody coloured Pituita, bot in much lefs quantity 
for Mrs Terror rais'd above a. Pint in 24 iiours, for fome 
days, and tho a lefs yet a confiderabie quantity afterwards 5 
Mrs Terry % afforded a very ftrong fmell, but Mr J0ms% had 
no Odour, After fome weeks (he recovered, reMin'd her 
Flefti, which was wafted in her illnefs^ the Menlcs return'd, 
and {he continued very well from July till near Chriflm^s. 

In January I was carried to fee her at Mr Wooleflons, the 
Queens* head Tavern at ^em-hithe^ and (he gave this sg- 
count of her felf. 

That about 9 weeks before C/^r//!^//.^ fhe pcrceiv'd her 
felf a little fliort breath'd, which iocreas'd daily, with a 
fullnefs and weight in her Left iide, that (he lay well 00 
the teft fide, but when (he turn'd to lye on her Right, fhe 
felt as if a weight fell from the Left to the Right lide^which 
gave her a ihorraefs of Breath and made her Cough : Thu& 
it continued increafing till Chrifimas^ when (he began to 
raife a confiderabie quantity of ftrong ftinking Pus ; (he faiA 
ftieeat herViduals v/ell enough all this time, and was not 
Feveri{h. At firft (he was- under the care of another Phy 
ficiai3, who told her Relations when they defired his lads- 
ment pf the Difeafe, and its event. That it was an Ulcer in 
herLusigs, and hebeliev'd incurable, upon which they again 
committed her to my care. When I faw her, which waste 
wards the middle of Jamarj 1701, (he railed a conddera^ 
bk quantity, and often of ftinking ofFenfive Pus, which waS' 
as fluid as the Pus of other parts ^ her Flefb was a little a- 
batedj but (he.was at no fime Feveri(h, Oie eat and ilcpr 
pretty well, and had the Gatamenia duly. I prefcribcd fuch 
Medicines, as abated that Purulent Expedoration fevei^l' 
times, and (lie often gave, me hopes of her Recovery, ilia 
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continuing to have the Men! es regit! arly, and being ffill free 
fronr an Hedick, but upon rv ry Irttle Cole- ^iie apin 
railed that tetid Pus in a conOd(:;a? fequi*^^^ She ge- 

nerally continued pretty ixt^ ^om ^!A)'i}m^^.^ liveral hour$ 
together, till (he perceived Ibiiietiimg <;;f a friHnels in.he^ 
Breaft, which would oblige her to Cough, 'ahd after (he 
had once began to raife Ihe could not ceafe," till (he had 
Brought up ivio Spoonfuls or more of that fetid Pus, This 
(be did chiefly in the Morning, Afternoon and at Night 3 
I did apprehend flic had an abfcefs in the Left Lobe of her 
Lungs^and made her lye upon the Bed;, with her head reach- 
ing to the Chamber Floor^ \Q^x^% upon her Left Arm. In 
thispoftiire fbe could at ^xq time/ after a little Cough, fee 
the Pus a running out of her Month, as you have ^ttxi fe- 
deral times, till the whole which was therein coxxmndL was 

dilcharg'd- 

Then (he would get upland feenr to be as well as another 
perfon, till it was aitiioPc fiUVJ again. In the beginning of 
M^j/iaft, thofe Excellent Phyficians, Ut Torlejfe and Dr 
Pitts fa vour'd nie with their kind affiftance. They faw 
her lye in the poftore I have defcriKd, and Taw more than 2 
fpoonfuls of linking Pus or Corruption run out of her 
Mouth, after a Ynt\t Coughing, This made it fo apparent 
that there W3S an Ulcer in her Lungs, that they imniediate- 
!y approved of what I had before propofed to her and her 
ilelatioos, ot the neccffity of making an Apertition in her 
fide, where we could apprehend the Lungs grew to- it for 
that leem'd unquell:ionable,lTom the poftore of difcharging 
it 3 and'foine iittle pain flic f el t in her fide. The great o* 
pinion her Pvclatioos juftly entertaind of thefe Gentle- 
men, being nOt only Men of great Learning, particularly 
m their own Profeflton, but alfo ol" many years, Pra 
ctice, Dr lorlcp having been almotl: ^c ^ years Knce^ 
chofen Pliyflcian ^td Sc Thomas s Hofpital, and Dr Fkts 
to St Bdrtholomcws feveral years ago, made them rea- 
dily confent to what was propofed, and dehre your 
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affiftance, being no Strangers to your great Abiiky both m 
Anatomy and Surgery: About u week before, the Ihm 
had begun again to encreafe, and the day before tJicfc 
Gentlemen faw her (he was taken in the afternoon with a 
chihicGj, after which her Pulfc became a little quicker, and 
(he a little Fcvcrifh, as I believe you remember fbc was, 
when you applied thcCauftick j this Feverifli ftate cncreafed 
every day,and after fome days a Rafli appeared, which lafted 
about 14 days before it was quite got off, and left 
her in a Heftick, with rednefsin her Cheeks towards even- 
ing, Night Sweats, continual Loofenefs, extreme wafting of 
her Fle(h, and at length a fwelling in her Legs, though (he 
kept her Bed. I doubt not but you remember that we felt fome 
Jittle knots betwixt the fevcnth and eighth Rib, which 
with other circumftances made us conclude the adhefion 
was in that part, and would have laid the Cauftick there, 
but that it would certainly have fpread to the Glands of her 
Left Breaft, which made us lay it between the fixtli and 
feven th Rib, (P^rfuM mtmerando^ *^M foon as you could you 
took it off, and with your Knife gently pafs'd through into 
the Cavity of her Breaft,whence iflued a Bloodyi{hWater,bur 
no Pus 5 by bending your Probe you found the adhefioa 
reach to the lower edge of the 7th Rib, and before the 
Efchar was fcparated, the Pus began to flow at every dref- 
ling, and fo continued, gradually abating, till the Ulcer 
was cured 5 during which a part of the infide of that Rib, 
above an inch long exfoliated, and" after that another leiTcr 
piece of the outfide of the Rib. Towards the latter end of 
the Cure, (he complained very much of a pain at the Gr- 
tilugo Evfiformli^ fo great that (he fometimes pluck'd out 
the hollow Tent, which we conceived was occafioncd by its 
prefTing upcxi the Nerve, during the firfl: 7 or 8 days of her 
Ralb, fhe rais'd very little, if any, of that Pus, nor did it 
difcharge its felf then by the Orifice, nor was there a col- 
lection ot it in her Bre^ift, which made me apprchcad, that 
the Fever did fo alter the ftate of her Blood, as not to per- 
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niit it, to feparate its impurities into the Abfcefs. I muft 
obferve to you,that for fix days before the Fever began, flic 
had the Cartmemd very orderly 5 by Jngu^ (he was cured, 
her fide heal'd up, and would not endure it to be converted 
into an TiTiie ^ by O^okr flie recovered iier Flefh, and the 
Catammia returned, which had been wanting ever finee 
May^ and now^ as you lately faw hef, (he is plump, fleftiy, 
clear and fre(h Coniplexioned, has little or no Cough, and 
no foetid or tabid expeftoration, and feems, and I believe h 
perfe^ly cured, having for many months taken no Medi- 
cine. 

There are feveral circumftances in this Cafe, which I can- 
not forbear making fome remarks on. 

That there was an Ulcer in the Lungs, and tha,t it has 
admitted of a Cure, contrary to the general opinion of Phy- 
licians. That this Ulcer did contain atleaft 2 fpoonfuls, and 
iiiBft have been as large as a Hens Egg. That this Abfcefs 
arofc from a colleaion,with an indifcenable f if any) Fever, 
and fo continued from Chrifimas to ^ihout the loth of May. 
The tender Membranous or Veficulary corapofition of the 
Lungs fcemto jjuftifie thisopinion^that it is almoft impoffiblc 
for them to heal, when there isaconfiderable diminution of 
them, the continual apd indifpenfablc neceffity of their mo- 
tion, very much hindring the coalition ot the VeJicuU. 

Several parts of tlie Body afford a proper cement to unite 
and repair them, when hurt or diminifh'd. Carious and 
broken Bones fend forth a Callus 3 when the Skin is con* 
fum'd by Ulcers or Burns the parts afford a Cicatrix, which 
ipretty well fupplies the ddeft of the Skin. Tha Lungs 
feparate a vifcid Pituita, which will be expanded into 
FIcaks like a Membrane 5 Mr Stringer^ Sarah Deeping and 
fome other Patients have brought up great quantities of 
them, and a little Boy at Mr Tollefsin Kenjington^ Cough'd 
op feveral Pipes, form'd cxaftly like the Bronchia^ and its 
divarications, and at firft view feem'd to be the internal 
Membrane^ Mr Bnftm mentions this inftance in the ^l\Ao- 
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fophical TmnlaftionSg April 1700. His haftc woulcf not per- 
mit him to obferve the Cafe fo exaftly as it deferv'd : thia 
Child two years before, had an Ulcer in the Right fide of 
his Lungs, and they adliered to his Back, when I feparated 
them I found a Cicatrix near tl^ree inciies long, but very 
little (if any)defeft in his Lungsjam of opinion this Pituita 
or Mucus doth ferve to re-unite the parts of the Lungs when 
there is i folution by an Ulcer. 

Confumptive Perfons generally flatter themCclvcs, that 
they have no Ulcer in their Lungs, becaufe they do not feel 
a {orenefs, as in the Ulcers of other parts. This opinion 
keeps them from making a timely application to Phyltcians, 
whilft they might recieve a fpeedy and eafie Cure. When 
you touched the Sound or Ulcerated parts of her Lungs with 
your Probe or Finger, (he difcovered no fenfe of feeling 
you, which may confirm the opinion of Phy ficiant and 
Anatomifts, that the Lungt have little if any fenfatiom 
When you touched her Heart with your Finger, tho I be- 
lieve for not the twentieth part of a minute, flic grew very 
much difordered, pale and ready to faint, which fliovvs 
Nature cannot fuff :r the leaft alteration in its pulfation, with- 
out great prejudice and inconveniency. 

It is the opinion ot fomcPhyficians,that the Fever which 
fittends Confumptive Patients, ariles from fome Particles of 
the Pus, which being received into the Blood, and circula- 
ting with it, caufc that cffervefcence which we call ant 
Hedick. This Patient had no Fever from Cknjimas to May, 
and then unhappily came a (continued Fever, with a Rafb, 
which left a Febricitation every afternoon, with thofe 
fymptoms which attend a Hcdick. 

I have obferved for many ycars^ that if I could prefcrvc 
my Confumptive Patients from that Heftick Fever, or re- 
lieved them who already laboiu'd under it, I could core 
them, tho their expedoration was very plentiful and foul. 
I doubt not, but if fonic of our faculty applied themfelves 
more paifticiilarly to the cure of ConfumptionSj fo many 
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thoufands would not *dyc of it yearly in this Git% a$ ap- 
pears by the Bills of Mortality. 

I do not doubt but fome part of her Lungs do adhere to 
Iicr fide, and it's probable a little part of them do not re- 
ccivQ the Air in i^^irin^'.ion, but I believe that dcfcftis very 
ificonfiJcrible, ber.:iiiib the can r:in up Stairs, and is no more 
dilCHxlered in her Breath than moll other People, 

Til.: cafy difchargc oi tlie Pus, by fier lying down in 
ilvir pollure, did undoujjtedly very much preCbrveher Lungs, 
and pr^H'ented its breaking througli the Abfcefs, into the 
Cavity c;f her Breaft, and putrifying Iier Lungs to a greater 
degtcc. Pmr, gencrat Pm is a noted Aphorifm^ and the Air 
Bladders of the Lungs are fo very tender, that they muft 
have yielded to the preiliireof the Pus, had it Iain long in 
ihc Abfcefs, and been only difcliarg'd by violent Coughingj 
by lyiug in a proper pofture^ Sir T^. Prdj^ SaraBDeepmg^ 
2nd otlier perfons have prevented a greater folution in their 
Lungs, and cither prolonged their Lives many years, or re- 
cov(!red their Healths by proper Medicines* 

This Mid other inftances, make rac eafily concur wkh 
funi:' Phyficians in an Opinion, that in fome Families the 
Luugs have originally a more tender Conftitution than in 
c^tlicrs. Mrs Tert/s Aunts are fubjed to great Coughs and 
i^tyOck. Her Aunt Fmkes little Daughter of about 7 years 
old, having a little Fever, with fome (ymptoms of the Small 
Po5f, but a great difficulty in Breathing, ladvifed her Bleed- 
ing at the Arm, but fhe was fo fat you could notfind a Vein 
that night ^ neict day the Small Pox appear'd^ which a little 
cas'd her Lungs, upon the fixtli night after^ Che rais'd at 
fe%'eral times about 7 or 8 Ounces oi clear Blood,by violent 
Coughing: I was fent for, and drew away about 6 Ounces 
of Blood by Leeches, wliich totally reliev'dher Breath, and 
ftq)pVl tlic raifing Blood. This inftance I mention being fo 
like Mrs Terra's, to confirm what I faid before, and to e- 
vince that lb great loft of Blood will not hinder the re- 
gular proceeding of ibe Sraall'Pox, which ftie went through 
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very orderly, and recovered pcrfcccly* I have obu-jrvy th-- 
fame cficcfc in otlicr P;iricnts, in whom Bleeding alter crup* 
tion wasindifpcnlablo. 

The continual motion of the Ereaft in Brcatliing, made 
the Cauftjck fprcad farther than it v/as defign'd, or could 
be prevented 5 I have prevailed with fome Patients to yield 
to an apertion by Launcct, which I take fin fome Cafes) to 
be the better way ^ that little Blood which may pofiibly 
get into the Cavity of the Bread, is eafily thrown out 
again by the Lungs in infpiration^ as you may remember 
ftie did the injection every time you ufed it. 

You cannot forget how after the Puif began to flow at 
the Orifice, it leflcn'd the raifing it at her Mouth, and in no 
longtime, the Purulent Expectoration totally ccas'd. 

SIR, 

This Letter already exceeds its proper bounds, there- 
fore I will omit fome other remarks of lefs confequence, 
mz. on the Bloody Colour'd Pihtita^ the Fetid Odor of the 
P«i, and the Raffa Fever which came without any mani- 
feft caufe, and only Subfcribc my felf. 

Tour m&Ji Ajfecfionate Friend 

And Servant J 

Jo% Wright. 
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